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i Plymouth, December 23, 1824. 
Prorgssor Epwarp Everett, 
Sir,—In obedience to a vote of the Trustees of the Pixerim So- 
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warp Everert, for his'interesting and eloquent Discourse delivered this 
day ; and that a copy be requested for publication.” 


Lam, with due sentiments of respect and regard, sir, 
Your obedient servant, : 


SAMUEL DAVIS, 
Corresponding Secretary. 
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A few passages in the following Discourse 
were, on account of its length, omitted in the 


delivery. 
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THERE are occasions on which the employ- 
‘ment, best calculated to be pleasing, becomes a 
source of anxiety; and the most flattering trust 
grows into a burthen. Amidst all the proud 
and grateful feelings, which the return of this 
anniversary must inspire, in the bosom of every 
child of New England, a deep solicitude op- 
presses me, lest I should fail in doing justice to 
the men, to the day, and to the events, which 
we are met to commemorate. In this_solici- 
tude, no personal sentiment mingles. I should 
be unworthy to address you, on this occasion, 
could I, from the selfish desire of winning your 
applause, devote one. of the moments of this 
consecrated day to any cold speculations, how- 
ever ingenious or original. Gladly would I give 
utterance to the most familiar commonplaces, 
could I be so happy in doing it, as to excite or 
strengthen the feelings, which belong to the 
time and the place. Gladly would I repeat to 
you those sentiments, which a hundred times 
have been uttered and welcomed on this anni- 
versary; sentiments, whose truth does not 
change in the change of circumstances, whose 
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power does not wear out with time. It is not 
‘by pompous epithets or lively antithesis, that the 
exploits of the pilgrims are to be set forth by 
their children. Wecan only do this worthily, 
by repeating the plain tale of their suffer- 
ings, by dwelling on the circumstances under 
which their memorable enterprise was execu- 
ted, and by cherishing and uttering that spirit, \ 
which led them across the Ocean, and guided 
them to the spot where we stand.—We need 
nv voice of artificial rhetoric to celebrate their 
names. The bleak and deathlike desolation of 
nature proclaims, with touching eloquence, the 
fortitude and patience of the meek adventurers, 
On the bare and wintry fields around us, their 
exploits are written in characters, which will 
last, and tell their tale to posterity, when brass 
and marble have crumbled into dust. 

The occasion which has called us together 
is cértainly one, to which no parallel exists 
in the history of the world. Other countries, 
and our own also, have their national festivals. 
They commemorate the birthdays of their illus- 
trious children; they celebrate the foundation 
of important institutions: momentous events, 
victories, reformations, revolutions awaken, on 
their anniversaries, the grateful and patriotic 
feelings of posterity. But we commemorate 
the birthday of all New England; the founda- 
tion, not of one institution, but of all the mst- 
tutions, the settlements, the establishments, the 
communities, the societies, the improvements, 
comprehended within our broad and happy 
borders. 

Were it only as an act of rare adventure; 
were it a trait in foreign, or ancient history; we 
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should fix upon the achievement of our fathers, 
as one of the noblest deeds, in the annals of 
the world. Were we attracted to it, by no 
other principle than that sympathy we feel, in 
all the fortunes of our race, it could lose nothing 
—it must gain—in the contrast, with whatever 
history or tradition has preserved to us of the 
wanderings and settlements of the tribes of 
man. A continent for the first time, effectually 
explored ; a vast ocean traversed by men, wo- 
men, and children, voluntarily exiling them- 
selves from the fairest regions of the old world; 
and a great nation grown up, in the space of 
two centuries, on the foundations so perilously 
laid, by this pious band :—point me to the re- 
cord, to the tradition, nay to the fiction of any 
thing, that can enter into competition with it.— 
It is the language not of exaggeration, but of 
truth and soberness to say, that there is nothing 
in the accounts of Phenician, of Grecian, or of 
Roman Colonization, that can stand in the com- 
parison. . 

What new importance then does not the 
achievement acquire to our minds, when we 
consider that it was the deed of our fathers; 
that this grand undertaking was accomplished 
on the spot where we dwell; that the mighty 
region they explored is our native land; that 
the unrivalled enterprise they displayed, is not 
merely a fact proposed to our admiration, but is, 
the source of our being ; that their cruel hard- 
ships are the spring of our prosperity; their 
amazing sufferings the seed, from which our 
happiness has sprung ; that their weary banish- 
ment gave us a home; that to their. separation 
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from every thing which is dear and pleasant m 
life, we owe all the comforts, the blessings, the 
privileges, which make our lot the envy of man- 

kind. 
'. "These are the well known titles of our ances- 
tors to our gratitude and veneration. 

But there seems to me this peculiarity in the 
nature of their enterprise, that its grand and 
beneficent consequences are, with the lapse of 
time, constantly unfolding themselves, im an ex~- 
tent, and to a magnitude, which, till they are 
witnessed, are beyond the reach of the most 
sanguine promise. In the frail condition of 
human affairs, we have generally nothing left 
us to commemorate, but heroic acts of valor, 
which have resulted in no permanent effect ; 
great characters, that have struggled nobly, but 
in vain, against the disastrous combinations of 
the age; brilliant triumphs of truth and justice, 
rendered unproductive, by the complication of 
opposite events, and by the stern resistance of 
that system of destiny, of which even the inde- 
pendence of our wills seems an obedient mem- 
ber.—At best, it is a great blessing, when we 
can point to some bright unclouded character ; 
or some prospérous and well ordered institu- 
tion ; fortunate in rise and progress; grand and 
glorious at maturity; majestic, peaceful, and 
seasonable in decay, and piously lamented when 
no more; and it is to the few spectacles of this 
kind in human history, that our minds so con- 
stantly and fondly revert from the chequered . 
scene of intermediate and troubled times and 
conditions, : 

But it is the peculiar character of the enter- 
prise of our pilgrim forefathers—successful in- 
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deed in its outset—that it has been more and 
more successful, at every subsequent point inthe 
line of time.—Accomplishing all they projected ; 
what they projected was the least part of what 
has been accomplished. Forming a design, in 
itself grand, bold, and even appalling, for the 
sacrifices it required, and the risks it involved ; 
the fulfilment of that design is the least thing, 
which, in the steady progress of events, has 
flowed from their counsels and their efforts.— 
Did they propose to themselves a refuge beyond 
the sea, from the religious and political tyranny 
of Europe? They achieved not that alone, but 
they have opened a wide asylum to all the vic- 
tims of tyranny throughout the world. We 
ourselves have seen the statesmen, the generals, 
the kings of the elder world, flying for protec- 
tion to the shadow of our institutions. Did 
they wish only to escape to a remote corner, 
where the arm of oppression could not reach 
them? They founded a great realm, an imperial 
patrimony of liberty, the first effectual counter- 
poise in the scale of human right. Did they 
look for a retired spot, inoffensive for its obscu- 
rity and safe in its remoteness, where the little 
church of Leyden might enjoy the freedom of 
conscience? Behold the mighty regions over 
which in peaceful conquest—victoria sine clade 
—they have borne the banners of the cross.— 
Did they seek, beneath the protection of trading 
charters, to prosecute a frugal commerce. in 
reimbursement of the expenses of their humble 
establishment? The fleets and navies of their 
descendants are on the farthest ocean; and the 
wealth of the Indies is now wafted with every 
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tidé to the coasts, where with hook and line 
they painfully gathered up their little adven- 
tures.—In short, did they, in their brightest and 
most sanguine moments, contemplate a thrifty, 
loyal, and prosperous colony—portioned off, 
like a younger son of the imperial household, 
to an humble, a dutiful distance ? Behold the 
spectacle of an independent and powerful Re- 
public, founded on the shores where some of 
those are but lately deceased, who saw the first- 
born of the pilgrims. 

And shall we stop here? Is the tale now 
told; is the contrast now complete; are our 
destinies all fulfilled ; have we reached the me- 
ridian ; are we declining; are we stationary ? 
My friends, I tell you, we have but begun; we 
are in the very morning of our days; our num- 
bers are but an unit; our national resources 
but a pittance ; our hopeful achievements in the 
political, the social, and the intellectual nature, 
‘are but the rudiments of what the children of 
the Pilgrims must yet attain. If there is any 
thing certain in the principles of human and 
social progress; if there is any thing clear in 
the deductions from past history; if there is 
any, the least, reliance to be placed on the con- 
clusions of reason, in regard to the nature of 
man, the existing spectacle of our country’s 
growth, magnificent as it is, does not suggest 
even an idea of what it must be. I dare adven- 
ture the prediction, that he who shall stand 
where I stand, two centuries hence, and look 
back on our present condition from a distance, 
equal to that from which we contemplate the 
first settlement of the Pilgrims, will sketch a 
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eontrast far more astonishing; and will speak 
of our times as the day of small things, in 
stronger and juster language, than any in which 
we can depict the poverty aud wants of our 
fathers. 

But we ought to consecrate this day, not to 
the promise, nor even the present blessings of 
our condition, except so far as these are con- 
nected with the memory of the Pilgrims. The 
twenty second of December belongs to them ; 
and we ought, in consistency, to direct our 
thoughts to the circumstances, under which 
their most astonishing enterprise was achieved. 
I shall hope to have contributed my mite to- 
wards our happy celebration, if I can succeed 
in pointing out a few of those circumstances of 
the first emigration to our country, and_particu- 
larly of the first emigration to New England, 
from which, under a kind Providence, has flow- 
ed not only the immediate success of the under- 
taking, but the astonishing train of consequences 
auspicious to the cause of liberty, humanity, and 
truth. 

I. Our forefathers regarded, with natural ter- 
ror, the passage of the mighty deep. Navigation, 
notwithstanding the great advances which it had 
made in the sixteenth century, was yet, com- 
paratively speaking, in its infancy. The very 
fact, that voyages of great length and hazard 
were successfully attempted in small vessels, a 
fact which, on first view, might seem to show a 
high degree of perfection in the art, in reality 
proves that it was as yet but imperfectly under- 
stood. ‘That the great Columbus should put to 
sea, for the discovery of a new passage across 
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the Western Ocean to India, with two out of 
three vessels unprovided with decks, may indeed 
be considered the effect, not of ignorance of 
the art of ‘navigation, but of bitter necessity. 
But that Sir Francis Drake, near a hundred 
* years afterwards, the first naval commander who 
ever sailed round the earth, enjoying the advan- 
tage of the royal patronage, and aided by the 
fruits of no little personal experience, should 
have embarked on his voyage of circumnaviga- 
tion, with five vessels, of which the largest was of 
one hundred, and the smallest of fifteen tons,* 
must needs be regarded as proof, that'the art of 
navigation, in the generation preceding our an- 
cestors, had not reached that point, where the 
skilful adaptation of means to ends supersedes 
the necessity of extraordinary intrepidity, aided 
by not less extraordinary good fortune. It was 
therefore the first obstacle, which presented 
itself to the project of the pilgrims, that it was 
to be carried into execution, across the ocean, 
which separates our continent from the rest of 
the world. Notwithstanding, however, this cir- 
cumstance, and the natural effect it must have 
had on their minds, there is no doubt that it is 
one of those features in our natural situation, tor 
which America is indebted, not merely for the 
immediate success of the enterprise of settle- 
ment, but for much of its subsequent growth 
and prosperity. 

I do not now allude to the obvious. considera- 
tion, that the remoteness of the country, to be 
settled, led toa more thorough preparation for 
the enterprise, both as respects the tempers of - 
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those who embarked in it, and the provisions 
made for carrying it on;.though this view will 
not be lost on those, who reflect on the nature 
of man, by which difficult enterprises (so they 
be not desperate). are more likely to succeed, 
than those which setm much easier. Nor do 
I allude to the efiect of our distance from 

‘Europe, ia preventing the hasty abandonment 
of the colony, under the pressure of the first 
difficulties ; although the want of frequent and 
convenient reconveyance was doubtless a con- 
siderable security to the early settlements, and 
placed our fathers, in some degree, in the situa- 
tion of the followers of Cortez, after he had 
intrepidly burned the vessels, which conveyed 
them to the Mexican coasts. 

The view, which I would now take of the re- 
moteness of America from Europe, is connected 
with the higher principles of national fortune 
and progress. 

- 'The rest of the world, though nominally di- 
vided into three continents, in reality consists of 
but one. Europe, Asia, and Africa are separated 
by no natural barriers, which it has not been easy 
in every age for an ambitious invader to pass ; 

,and apart from this first consequence of the juxta- 
position of their various regions, a communica- 
tion of principle and feeling, of policy and pas- 
sion, may be propagated, at all times, even to 
their remote and seemingly inaccessible commu- 
nities. ‘The consequence has been, on the whole, 
highly unfavorable to social progress. The ex- 
tent of country inhabited or rather infested by 
berbarous tribes, has generally far outweighed 
the civilized portions; and more than once, in the 
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history of the world, refinement, learning, arts,. 
laws, and religion, with the wealth and _pros- 
perity they have created, have been utterly swept 
away, and the hands, as it were, moved back, 
on the dial plate of time, in consequence of the 
irruption of savage hordes into civilized regions. 
Were the early annals of the East as amply 
preserved as those of the Roman empire, they 
would probably present us with accounts of 
revolutions, on the Nile and _ the . Euphrates, 
_as disastrous as those, by which the civilized 
world was shaken, in the first centuries of the 
Christian era.— Till an ocean interposes its 
mighty barrier, no citadel of freedom or truth 
has been long maintained. The magnificent 
temples of Egypt were demolished in the sixth 
century before our Saviour, by the hordes, which 
Cambyses had collected from the steppes of 
Central Asia. The vineyards of Burgundy 
were wasted in the third century of our era, by 
roving savages from beyond the Caucasus. In 
the eleventh century, Gengis Khan and his 
Tartars swept Europe and Asia from the Baltic 
to the China Sea. And Ionia and Attica, the 
gardens of Greece, are still, under the eyes of the 
leading Christian powers of Europe, beset by re- » 
morseless barbarians from the Altai Mountains. 
Nor is it the barbarians alone, who have been 
tempted by this facility of communication, to 
a career of boundless plunder. The Alexan- 
ders and the Cesars, the Charlemagnes and 
the Napoleons, the founders of great empires 
and authors of schemes of universal monarchy, 
have been enabled, by the same circumstance, 
to turn the annals of mankind into a tale of 
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war and misery. When we descend to the 
—— single events, we find that the na- 
tions, who have most frequently and most im- 
mediately suffered, have been those most easily 
approached and overrun ;—and that those who 
have longest or most uniformly maintained their 
independence, have done it by virtue of lofty 
mountains, wide rivers, or the surrounding sea. 

In this state of things, the three united conti- 
nents of the old world do not contain a single 
spot, where any grand scheme of human im- 
provement could be attempted, with a prospect 
of fair experiment and full success, because 
there is no spot safe from foreign interference ; 
and no member of the general system so insig- 
nificant, that his motions are not watched with 
jealousy by all the rest. The welfare and pro- 
gress of man in the most favored region, in- 
stead of proceeding in a free and natural course, 
dependent on the organization and condition 
of that region alone, can only reach the point, 
which may be practicable in the general result 
of an immensely complicated system, made up 
of a thousand jarring members. 

Our country accordingly opened, at the time 
of its settlement, and still opens, a new the- 
atre of human development.—Notwithstand- 
ing the prodigious extent of commercial inter- 
course, and the wide grasp of naval power 
among modern states, and their partial effect 
in bringing us into the political system of Eu- 
rope, it need not be urged, that we are essen- 
tially strangers to it ;—placed at a distance, 
which retards, and for every injurious purpose, 
neutralizes all peaceful communication, and de- 
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fies all hostile approach. To this it was owing* 
that so little was here felt of the i. of 
the civil wars, which followed in England so 
soon after the expulsion of our fathers. ‘To this, 
in a more general view, we are indebted for many 
of our peculiarities as a nation, for our steady 
colonial growth, our establishment of indepen- 
dence, our escape amidst the political storms 
which, during the last thirty years, have shaken 
the empires of the earth.—'To this we shall still 
be indebted, and more and more indebted, with 
the progress of our country, for the originality 
and stability of our national character. Hither- 
to the political effects of our seclusion, behind 
the mighty veil of waters, have been the most 
important. Now, that our political foundations 
are firmly laid; that the work of settlement, of 
colonization, of independence, and of union is 
all done, and happily done, we shall reap, in 
other forms, the salutary fruits of our remote- 
ness from the centres of foreign opinion and 
feeling. 

I say not this in direct disparagement of 
foreign states ; their institutions are doubtless as 
good, in many cases, as the condition of things 
now admits; or when at the worst, could not 
be remedied by any one body, nor by any one 
generation of men; and the evil which requires 
for its remedy the accord of successive genera- 
tions, at the same time that it may generally be 
_ called desperate, ought to bring no direct re- 
proach upon the men of any one ‘period. 

But without disparaging foreign institutions, 
we may be allowed to prefer our own ; to assert 
their excellence, to seek to build. them up on 
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‘their original foundations, on their true princi- 
ples, and in their unmingled purity. That great 
word of Independence, which, if first uttered in 
1776, was most auspiciously anticipated in 1620, 
comprehends much more than a mere absence 
of foreign jurisdiction. J could almost say, that 
if it rested there, it would scarcely be worth as- 
serting. Iv every noble, in every true accepta- 
tion, it implies not merely an American govern- 
ment, but an American character, an American 
pride. To the formation of these, nothing will 
more powerfully contribute than our geographi- 
cal distance from other parts of the world. ‘The 
unhealthy air of Europe is purified in crossing 
the waves of the Atlantic. © The roaring of its 
mighty billows is not terrible,—it does but echo 
the voices of our national feeling and power. 
In these views there is nothing unsocial ; 
nothing hostile to a friendly and improving con- 
nexion of distant regions with each other, or 
to the profitable interchange of the commodities, 
which a bountiful Providence has variously scat- 
tered over the earth. For these and all other 
desirable ends, the perfection, to which the 
art of navigation is brought, affords abundant 
means of conquering the obstacles of distance. 
It is idle, in reference to these ends, to speak 
of our remoteness from the rest of the world, 
while our commerce is exploring the farthest 
regions of the earth; while, in exchange for 
the products or efforts of our industry, the 
flocks on the western declivity of the Peruvian 
Andes are supplying us with wool; the north- 
eastern coasts of Japan furnishing us with oil ; 
and the central provinces of China, with tea. 
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At this moment, the reward of American skill. 
is paid by the Chieftains of inner Tartary, 
wrapped up in the furs, which, in our voyages 
of circumnavigation, we have collected on the 
North Western Coast of our Continent. The 
interest on American capital is paid by the 
haughty viziers of Anatolia, whose opium is cul- 
tivated and gathered for our merchants. The 
wages. of American labor are paid by the 
princes of Hindostan, whose plantations of in- 
digo depend on us for a portion of their market. 
While kings and ministers, by intrigue and 
bloodshed, are contesting the possession of a 
few square miles of territory, our commerce has 
silently extended its jurisdiction from island to 
island, from sea to sea, from continent to con- 
tinent, till it holds the globe in its grasp. 

But while no one can doubt the mutual ad- 
vantages of a judiciously conducted commerce, 
or be insensible of the good, which has re- 
sulted to the cause of humanity, from the cul- 
tivation of a peaceful and friendly intercourse 
with other climes, it is. yet beyond question, 
that the true principle of American policy, to 
which the whole spirit of our institutions, not. 
less than the geographical features of the coun- 
_try, invites us, 1s separation from Europe. 
Next to union at home, which ought to be 
called not so much the essential condition of 
our national existence, as our existence itself, 
separation from all other countries, in policy, 
spirit, and character, is the great principle, by 
which we are to prosper. It is toward this 
that our efforts, public and private, ought to 
strain ; and we shall rise or decline in strength, 
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improvement, and worth, as we observe or de- 
sert this principle. This is the voice of nature, 
which did not in vain disjoin our continent 
from the old world; nor reserve it beyond the — 
ocean for fifty centuries, only that it might 
become a common receptacle for the exploded 
principles, the degenerate examples, and the 
remediless corruptions of other states. ‘This 
is the voice of our history, which traces every 
thing excellent in our character and _prosper- 
ous in our fortunes, to dissent, nonconformity, — 
departure, resistance, and revolution. This 
is taught us by the marked peculiarity, the’ 
wonderful novelty which, whether we will it 
or not, displays itself in our whole physical, 
political, and social existence. 

And it is a matter of sincere congratulation, 
that, under the healthy operation of natural 
causes, very partially accelerated by legislation, 
the current of our pursuits and industry, with- 
out deserting its former channels, is throwing 
a broad and swelling branch into the interior. 
Foreign commerce, the natural employment of 
an enterprising people, whose population is 
accumulated on the seacoast, and whose neu- 
tral services are called for by a world in 
arms, is daily reverting to a condition of more 
equal participation among the various maritime 
states, and is in consequence becoming less 
productive to any one. While America re- 
mains, and will always remain, among the 
foremost commercial and naval states, an am- 
ple portion of our resources has already taken 
a new direction. We profited of the dissen- 
sions of Europe, which threw her trade into 


20 


our hands ; and we amassed a capital, as her 
carriers, before we could otherwise have one 
of our own. We are now profiting of the 
pacification of Europe, in the application to 
our own soil, our own mineral and vegetable 
products, our water course and water falls, 
and our general internal resources, of a part 
of the capital thus accumulated. 

This circumstance is, in a general view, most 
gratifying ; inasmuch as it creates a new bond 
of mutual dependence, in the variety of our 
natural gifts, and in the mutual benefits ren- 
dered each other by the several sectional in- 
terests of the country. The progress is likely 
to be permanent and sure, because it has been 
mainly brought about in the natural order of 
things, and with little legislative interference. 
Within a few years what a happy change has 
taken place! The substantial clothing of our 
industrious classes is now the growth of the 
Ameriean soil, and the texture of the American 
loom ; the music of the water wheel is heard on 
the banks of our thousand rural streams ; and 
enterprise and skill, with wealth, refinement, 
and prosperity in their train, having studded 
the seashore with populous cities, are making 
their great “progress” of improvement through 
the. interior, and sowing towns and villages, as 
it were broadcast, through the country. 

Ii. If our remote position be so important 
among the circumstances, which favored the 
enterprise of our fathers, and have favored 
“the growth of their settlements, scarcely less 
so was the point of time at which those set- 
tlements were commenced. 
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When we cast our eyes over the annals 
of our race, we find them to be filled with 
a tale of various fortunes; the rise and fall 
of nations ;—periods of light and darkness ;— 
of great illumination, and of utter obscurity ;— 
and of all intermediate degrees of intelligence, 
cultivation, and liberty. But in the seeming 
confusion of the narrative, our attention is 
arrested by three more conspicuous eras at 
unequal distances in the lapse of ages. _ 

In Egypt we still behold, on the banks of 
the Nile, the monuments of a polished age; 
—a period, no doubt, of high cultivation, and 
of great promise. Beneath the influence of 
causes, which are lost in the depth of an- 
tiquity, but which are doubtless connected 
with the debasing superstitions and despotism 
of the age, this period passed away, and left. 
scarce a trace of its existence, beyond the stu- 
pendous and mysterious structures,—the tem- 
ples, the obelisks, and the pyramids,—which 
yet bear witness to an age of great power 
and cultivated art, and mock the curiosity of 
mankind by the records inscrutably carved on 
their surfaces. . 

Passing over an interval of one thousand 
years, we reach the second epoch of light 
and promise. With the progress of freedom 
in Greece, the progress of the mind kept pace ; 
and an age both of achievement arfd of hope 
succeeded, of which the indirect influence is 
still felt in the world. But the greater part 
of mankind were too barbarous to improve - 
by the example of this favored corner; and 
though the influence of its arts, letters, and 
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civilization was wonderfully extensive and du- 
rable,—though it seemed to revive at the court 
of the Roman Cesars, and still later, at that 
of the Arabian Caliphs, yet not resting on 
those popular institutions and popular princi- 
ples, which can alone be permanent because 
alone natural, it slowly died away, and Eu- 
rope and the world relapsed into barbarity. 

The third great era of our race is the close 
of the fifteenth century. The use of the mari- 
ner’s compass and the invention of the art 
of printing, had furnished the modern world, 
with two engines of improvement and civiliza- 
tion, either of which was far more efficacious 
than all united, known to antiquity. The re- 
formation also, about this time, disengaged 
Christianity, itself one of the most powerful 
instruments of civilization, from those abuses, 
which had hitherto nearly destroyed its bene- 
ficent influence on temporal affairs ; and at 
this most chosen moment in the annals of 
the world, America was discovered. 

It would not be difficult, by pursuing this 
analysis, to show that the very period, when the 
settlement of our coasts began, was peculiarly 
auspicious to the foundation of a new and hope- 
ful system. 

Religious reformation was the original prin- 
ciple, which enkindled the zeal of our pilgrim 
fathers; as it has been so often acknow- 
ledged to be the master principle of the great- 
est movements in the modern world. The 
religions of Greece and Rome were portions 
of the political systems of these countries. 
The Scipios, the Crassuses, ahd Julius Cesar 
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himself, were high priests. It was, doubt- 
less, owing in part to this example, that at 
an early period after the first introduction of 
Christianity, the heads of the church so en- 
tirely mistook the spirit of this religion, that, 
in imitation of the splendid idolatry, which 
was passing away, they’ aimed at a new 
combination of church and state, which re- 
ceived but too much countenance from the 
policy of Constantine. This abuse, with 
ever multiplying and aggravated calamitous 
consequences, endured, without any effectual 
check, till the first blow was aimed at the 
supremacy of the papal power, by Philip the 
Fair of France, in the fourteenth century, 
who laid the foundation of the liberties of the 
Gallican church, of which the Constitution 
may be called the Catholic Reformation. 

After an interval of two hundred years, this 
example was followed and improved upon by 
the Princes in Germany, that espoused the 
protestant reformation of Luther, and in a 
still more decisive manner by Henry the Eighth 
in England; at which period we may accord- 
ingly date the second great step in the march 
of religious liberty. 

Much more, however, was yet to be effected 
toward the dissolution of the unnatural bond 
between Church and State. Hitherto a domes- 
tic was substituted for a foreign yoke, and 
the rights of private conscience had, perhaps, 
gained but little in the exchange. In the 
middle of the sixteenth century, and among 
the exiles, whgm the frantic tyranny of Queen 
‘Mary had driven to the free cities on the 
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Rhine, the ever memorable communion of Pu- 
ritans arose. On their return to England, in 
_ the reign of Queen Elizabeth, they strenuously 
opposed themselves to the erection and pecu- 
liarities of the English national church. 
Nearly as we have now reached, both in 
simplicity of principle and point of time, to 
our pilgrim forefathers, there is one more puri- 
fying process to go through, one more gene- 
ration to pass away. The major part of the 
Puritans themselves, while they rejected some 
of the forms, and disliked the organization of 
the English church, adhered in substance to 
the Constitution of the Genevan church, and 
their descendants were willing, a century later, to 
accept of an establishment by law in Scotland. 
It remained, therefore, to shake off the last 
badge of subjection, and in the person of Ro- 
bert Brown, an. individual himself of no very 


commendable qualities, the last step was taken 


in the progress of reform, by asserting the 
independence of each single church. The 
personal character of Brown was such as to 
throw no little discouragement on the cause ; 
nor did it acquire firmness till espoused by 
Robinson, who may be called the father of 
the Independent churches. His own at Ley- 
den was the chief of these, and fidelity to their 
principles was the motive of their departure 
from Holland, and the occasion of their set- 
tlement at Plymouth. 

But all may not be disposed to join us, in 
so exact a specification of the beginning of 
the seventeenth century, as the period, when 
religious reform had reached its last perfection, 
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and consequently, as the era most favorable 
to the establishment of a new and free state. 
None, however, on a larger view of the sub- - 
ject, will be unwilling to allow that this was 
the great age of general improvement. It was 
the age, when the discoveries of the Spanish, 
Portuguese, and English navigators had begun 
to exert a stimulating, influence on the world 
at large, and the old continent and the. new, 
like the magnetic poles, commenced those 
momentous processes of attraction and repul- 
sion, from which so much of the activity of 
both has since proceeded. It was the period 
when the circulation of knowledge had _ be- - 
come general ; and books in all languages were 
in the hands of a very large class in every 
country. The history of Europe, in all its 
states, shows the extent and vehemence. of 
the consequent fermentation. With their new 
engines of improvement and new principles of 
right, the communities of men rushed forward 
in the course of reform ; some with firmness 
and vigor, proportioned to the greatness of 
the object in view, most with tumult and des- 
peration, proportioned to the duration and mag- 
nitude of their imjuries, and none with entire 
success. The most that was effected, in the 
most fortunate states, was a compromise be- 
tween the new claims and the oid abuses. 
Absolute kings stipulated to be no longer 
absolute ; and free men preferred what they 
called petitions of right. In this .way, and 
after infinite struggles, a tolerable foundation 
for considerable practical liberty was laid on 
two principles, in the abstract entirely false ; 
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that of acquiescence on the part of the sove- 
reign, and prescription in favor of the people. 
So firmly established are these principles, by 
consent of the statesmen of the freest country 
in Europe, as the best and only foundation of 
civil rights, that so late as the last years of 
the eighteenth century, a work of ingenuity 
seldom, of eloquence never, surpassed, was 
written by Mr Burke, to prove, that the peo- 
ple of England have not‘a right to appoint 
and to remove their rulers; and that if they 
ever had the right, they deliberately renounced 
it at what is called the glorious revolution 
of 1688, for themselves and their posterity 
forever. 

It is obvious, therefore, that the meliora- 
tions, which have taken place in Europe within 
the last two centuries, rest on no sound prin- 
ciple, and are but the effect of alteratives 
on the fatal malady of age, with which her 
states are sick at heart. It is true that the 
popular element, such is its sovereign healing 
power, which, even on the poor footing of a 
compromise, has been introduced into a portion 
of their political constitutions, has operated 
some of the beneficent effects of the fabled 
transfusion of youthful blood into aged veins. 
But the principles of prescription and acqui- 
escence unfortunately run as much in favor 
of abuses and corruptions as of privileges. On 
the received footing, the acknowledged vices 
and evils of their institutions are as sacred 
as the best rights, and the door to any con- 
sistent and rational improvement is effectually 
closed ; because the more degenerate, the more 
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antiquated, the more hostile to the spirit and 
character of the age, the institution that needs 
reform may be, the more ancient it will also 
commonly be found, and in consequence, the 
more strongly fortified by prescription. 

While, therefore, the work of social renova- 
tion is entirely hopeless in Europe, we cannot 
but regard it as the plain interposition of Provi- 
dence, that, at the critical point of time, when 
the most powerful springs of improvement were 
in operation, a chosen company of pilgrims, who 
were actuated by these springs of improvement, 
in all their strength, who had purchased the 
privilege of dissent at the high price of banish- 
ment from the civilized world, and who, with the 
dust of their feet, had shaken off the antiquated 
abuses and false principles, which had been ac- 
cumulating for thousands of years, came over to 
these distant, unoccupied shores. I know not 
that the work of thorough reform could be safely 
trusted to any other hands. I can credit their 
disinterestedness, when they maintain the equal- 
ity of ranks; for no rich forfeitures of attainted 
lords await them in the wilderness. I need not 
question the sincerity with which they assert the 
rights of conscience ; for the plundered treasures 
of an ancient hierarchy are not to seal their doc- 
trine. They rested the edifice of their civil and 
religious liberties on a foundation as pure and 
innocent as the snows around them. Blessed 
be the spot, the only one on earth, where such a 
foundation was ever laid. Blessed be the spot, 
the only one on earth, where man has attempted 
to establish the good, without beginning with 
the sad, the odious, the too suspicious task of 
pulling down the bad. 
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III.-Under these favorable auspices, the Pil- 
grims landed on the coast of New England. : 
They found it a region of moderate fertility, 
offering an unsubdued wilderness to the hand 
of labor, with a climate temperate indeed, but 
compared with that which they had left, verging 
somewhat near to either extreme; and a soil 
which promised neither gold nor diamonds, nor 
any thing but what should be gained from it by 
patient industry. ‘This was but a poor reality 
for that dream of oriental luxury, with which 
America had filled the imaginations of men. 
The visions of Indian wealth, of mines of silver 
and gold, and fisheries of pearl, with which the 
Spanish adventurers in’ Mexico and Peru had 
astonished the ears of Europe, were but poorly 
fulfilled on the bleak, rocky, and sterile plains 
of New England. No doubt, in the beginning 
of the settlement, these circumstances operated . 
unfavorably on the growth of the colony. In 
the nature of things, it is mostly adventurers, 
who incline to leave their homes and native 
land, and risk the uncertainty of another hemi- 
sphere ; and a climate and soil like ours furnish- 
ed but little attraction to the adventuring class. 
Captain Smith, in his zeal to promote the 
growth of New England, is at no little pains to 
show that the want of mineral treasures was 
amply compensated by the abundant fishery of 
the coast; and having sketched in strong colors 
the prosperity and wealth of the states of Hol- 
land, he adds, “ Divers, I know, may allege 
many other assistances, but this is the chiefest 
mine, and the sea the source of those silver _ 
streams of their virtue, which hath made them ~ 
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now the very miracle of industry, the only pat- 
tern of perfection for these ailairs ; and the 
benefit of fishing is that primum mobile that 
turns all their spheres to this height of plenty, 
strength, honor and exceeding great admira- 
tion.””* ‘ 

While we smile at this overwrought panegy- 
ric on the primitive resource of our fathers, we 
cannot but do justice to the principle, on which 
it rests. It is doubtless to the untempting quali- 
ties of our climate and soil, and the conditions 
of industry and frugality, on which alone the 
prosperity of the colony could be secured, that 
we are to look for a full share of the final suc- 
cess, that crowned the enterprise. hE 

To this it is to be ascribed that the country 
itself was not preoccupied by a crowded popu- 
lation of savages, like the West India Islands, 
like Mexico and Peru, who, placed upon a soil 
yielding almost spontaneously a superabundance 
of food, had multiplied into populous empires, 
and made a progress in the arts, which served 
no other purpose, than to give strength and per- 
manence to some of the most frightful systems of 
despotism, that ever afflicted humanity ; systems 
uniting all that is most horrible in depraved: 
civilization and wild barbarity.. The problem 
indeed is hard to be solved, in.what way and by - 
what steps a continent, possessed by savage 
tribes, is to be lawfully occupied and colonized 
by civilized man. But this question was di- 
vested of much of its practical difficulty by the 
scantiness of the native population, which our 


* Smith’s General] Historie, &c. Vol. II. p. 185. Richmond Edit. 
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fathers found in New England, and the migra- 
tory life to which the necessity of the chace re- 
duced them. It is owing to this, that the annals 
of New England exhibit no scenes like those 
which were acted in Hispaniola, in Mexico, and 
Peru; no tragedies like those of Anacoana, of 
Guatimozin, and of Atahualpa; no statesman 
like Bovadilla ; ; no <n like Pizarro and 
Cortes ; 


“ No dark Ovando, no religious Boyle.” 


The qualities of our climate and soil enter 
largely in other ways into that natural basis, on 
which our prosperity and our freedom have been 
reared. It is these which distinguish the smiling 
aspect of our busy; thriving villages from the 
lucrative desolation of the sugar islands, and 
all the wide spread, undescribed, indescribable 
miseries of the colonial system of modern Eu- 
rope, as it has existed beyond the barrier of 
these mighty oceans, in the unvisited, unpro- 
tected, and unavenged recesses of either India. 


‘We have had abundant reason to be contented 
with this austere sky, this hard unyielding soil. 
Poor as it is, it has left us no cause to sigh for 
‘the luxuries of the tropics, nor to. covet the mines 


_of the southern regions of our hemisphere. Our 


‘rough. and. hardly subdued hill sides and barren 


plains have produced us that, which neither 
ores, nor spices, nor sweets could purchase,— 

which would not spring in the richest gardens 
of the despotic East. The compact numbers 
and the strength, the general, intelligence. and 
the civilization which, since the world began, 
were never exhibited beneath the sultry line, 
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have been the precious product of this iron 
bound coast. The rocks and the sands, which 
would yield us neither the cane nor the coffee 
tree, have yielded us, not only an abundance 
and a growth in resources, rarely consistent. with 
the treacherous profusion of the tropical colo- 
nies, but the habits, the manners, the institu- 
tions, the industrious population, the schools 
and the churches, beyond all the wealth of all 
the Indies. - . ees 


“Man is the nobler growth our soil supplies, — 
And souls are ripened in our northern skies.” 


Describe to me a country, rich in veins of the 
precious metals, that is traversed by good roads. 
Inform me of the convenience of bridges, where 
the rivers roll over golden sands. Tell me of a 
thrifty, prosperous village of freemen, in the 
miserable districts where every clod of the earth 
is kneaded up for diamonds, beneath the lash 
of the task master. No, never! while the con- 
stitution, not of states, but of human nature, re- 
mains the same; never, while the laws, not of 
civil society, but of God are unrepealed, will 
there be a hardy, virtuous, independent yeo- 
manry in regions where two acres of untilled 
banana will feed a hundred men. _ It is idle to 
call that food, which can never feed a free, intel- 
ligent, industrious population. . It is not food. 
It is dust; it is chaff; it is ashes ;—there is no 
nourishment in it, if it be not carefully sown, 
and painfully reaped, by laborious freemen, on 
their own fee-simple acres. 

IV. Nor ought we omit to say, that if our 
fathers found, in the nature of the region to 
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which: they emigrated, the most favorable spot 
for the growth of a free and happy state, they 
themselves sprang from the land, the best 
adapted to furnish the habits and principles 
essential to the great undertaking. In an age. 
that speculates, and speculates to important 
purpose, on the races of fossil animals, of which 
no living specimen has existed since the deluge, 
and which compares, with curious criticism, the 
dialects of languages which ceased to be spoken 
a thousand years ago, it cannot be called idle to 
* inquire which of the different countries of mo- 
dern Europe possesses the qualities, that best 
adapt it to become the parent nation of a new 
and free state. I know not in fact, what more 
momentous question in human affairs could be 
asked, than that which regards the most hope- 
ful lineage of'a collective empire. But without 
engaging in so extensive a discussion, I may 
presume that there is not one who hears me, 
that does not feel it a matter of congratulation 
and joy, that our fathers were Englishmen. 

No character is perfect among nations, more 
than among men, nor is the office of the pane- 
- gyrist more respectable towards the one than — 
the other. But it must needs be conceded, that 
after our own country, England is the most 
favored abode of liberty ; or rather, that besides 
our own, it is the only land where liberty can 
be said to exist; the only land where the voice 
of the sovereign is not stronger than the voice 
of the law. We can scarce revolve with pa- 
tience the idea, that we might have been a Spa- 
nish colony, a Portuguese colony, or a Dutch 
colony ; we can scarcely compare with coolness — 
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the inheritance of those institutions, which were 
transmitted to us by our fathers, with that which 
we must have received from almost any other 
country; absolute government, military despot- 
ism, privileged orders, and the holy inquisi- 
tion. What would have been the condition 
of this flourishing and happy land, were these 
the institutions, on which its settlement had been 
founded? There are, unfortunately, too many 
materials for answering this question, in the 
history of the Spanish and Portuguese settle- 
ments on the American continent, from the 
first moment of unrelenting waste and desola- 
tion, to the distractions and conflicts, of which 
we ourselves are the witnesses. What hope 
can there be for the colonies of nations, which 
possess themselves no spring of improvement ; 
and tolerate none in the regions over which they 
rule; whose administration sets no bright ex- 
amples of political independence; whose lan- 
guages send out no reviving lessons: of sound 
and practical science, afraid of nothing that is 
true of manly literature, of free speculation ; but 
repeat, with every ship that crosses the Atlantic, 
the same debasing voice of despotism, credu- 
lity, superstition, and slavery. 

Let us here bring our general conceptions 
down to an example. The country called Bra- 
zil, and till lately subject to the kingdom of 
Portugal, (a kingdom more nearly of the size 
of Tennessee than of any other of the United 
States ;)—the country of Brazil, stretching from 
the mouth of the Oyapoco, in the fourth de- 
gree of north latitude, to the Banda Orierial 
in the thirty third degree of south, and from 


- man.—And yet it is 
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Peru to the Atlantic Ocean, is, by computation, 
one tenth part more extensive than the entire 
territory of the United States. Our whole vast 
possessions, from the most southern point of 
Florida to the northeastern extremity of Maine, 
and from the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean,— 


_ possessions which the Surveyor’s chain has 


never marked out, over which tribes of Indians 
yet roam undisturbed, whose numbers, whose 
race. whose very names are unknown,—tracts 
unexplored, in which the wild hunter, half 
savage, half outlaw, has not yet startled the 
beaver, on the still and solitary banks of his 
hereditary stream,—I say this mighty territory is 
one tenth smaller than Brazil. And now name 
to me a book in the Portuguese language, 
where a Brazilian could read so much as the 
elements of liberty. Name to me a law in 
the Portuguese code, to protect his property 
from confiscation and himself from the rack 
or the stake, whenever the minister shall give 
the nod. Name me an institution in the whole 
Portuguese system, in the remotest degree | 
favorable to the Yi 8 and happiness of 
rom this despised cor- 
ner of Europe, that all the seed must come, 
to sow this mighty land. It is from this de- 
based source that all the influences have gone 
forth, which have for three centuries actually 
decided, and for centuries more must deci- 
sively influence the destinies of eres: all but 


boundless territories. 


What citizen of our republic is not grate- 
ful.in the contrast which our history presents ? 
—Who doés not feel, what reflecting Ame- 
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rican does not acknowledge, the incalculable 
advantages derived to this land, out of the 
deep fountains of civil, intellectual, and moral 
truth, from which we have drawn in England ?>— 
What American does not feel proud that he 
is descended from the countrymen of Bacon, 
of Newton, and of Locke ?—Who does not 
know, that while every pulse of civil liberty 
in the heart of the British empire beat warm 
and full in the bosom of our fathers ; the so- 
briety, the firmness, and the dignity with which 
the cause of free principles struggled into ex- 
istence here, constantly found encouragement 
and countenance from the sons of liberty there ? 
—Who does not remember that when the pil- 
rims went over the sea, the prayers of the 
faithful British confessors, in all the quarters 
of their dispersion, went over with them, while 
their aching eyes were strained, till the star 
of hope should go up in the western skies r— 
And who will ever forget that in that eventful 
struggle, which severed this mighty empire 
from the British crown, ‘there was not heard, 
throughout our continent in arms, a voice 
which spoke louder for the rights of America, 
‘than that of Burke. or of Chatham, within the 
walls of the British parliament, and at the foot 
of the British throne ?—No, for myself, I can 
truly say, that after my native land, I feel a 
tenderness and a reverence for that of my 
fathers. Phe pride I take in my own country 
makes me respect that from which we are 
sprung. In touching the soil of England, I 
seem to return like a descendant to the old 
family seat ;—to come back to the abode of an 
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aged, the tomb of a departed parent. I acknow- 
ledge this great consanguinity of nations. ‘The 
sound of my native language beyond the sea, is 
a music to my ear, beyond the richest strains of 
Tuscan softness, or Castillian majesty.—l am 
not yet in a land of strangers, while surrounded 
by the manners, the habits, the forms, in 
which I have been brought up. 1 wander de- 
lighted through a thousand scenes, which the 
historians, the poets have made familiar to 
us,—of which the names are interwoven with 
our earliest associations. I tread with reve- 
rence the spots, where I ‘can retrace the foot- 
steps of our suffering fathers; the pleasant 
land of their birth has a claim on my heart. 
It seems to me a classic, yea, a holy land, 
rich in the memories of the great and good; 
the martyrs of liberty, the exiled heralds of 
truth; and richer as the parent of this land 
of promise in the west. 

T am not,—I need not say 1 am “not, —the 
panegyrist of England. I am not dazzled. by 
her riches, nor awed by her power. ‘The 
sceptre, the mitre, and. the - _coronet, stars, 
garters, and blue ribbons seem to me poor 
things for great. men to contend for. Nor 
is my admiration awakened by her armies, 
mustered for the battles of Europe ; her navies, 
overshadowing the ocean ; nor her empire 
grasping the farthest east. It is these, and 
the price of guilt and blood by which they 
are maintained, which are the cause why no 
friend of liberty can salute her with undivi- 
ded affections. But it is the refuge of free 
principles, though often persecuted ; the school 
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of religious liberty, the more precious for 
the struggles to which it has been called ; 
the tombs of those who have reflected honor 
on all who speak the English tongue ; it 
is the birthplace of our fathers, the home 
of the pilgrims; it is these which I love and 
venerate in England. I should feel ashamed 
of an enthusiasm for Italy and Greece, did 
I not also feel it for a land like this. In 
an American it would seem to me degene- 
rate and ungrateful, to hang with passion 
upon the traces of Homer and Virgil, and 
follow without emotion the nearer and plainer 


footsteps of Shakspeare and Milton; and I © 


should think him cold: in his love for his 
native land, who felt no melting in his heart 
for that other native land, which holds the 
ashes of his forefathers. 

V. But it was not enough that our fathers 
were of England: the masters of Ireland, and 
the lords of Hindostan ‘are of England too. 
But our fathers were Englishmen, aggrieved, 
persecuted, and banished. It is a_ princi- 
ple, amply borne out by the history of the 
great and powerful nations of the earth, and 
by that of none more than the country of 
which we speak, that the best fruits and 
choicest action of the consmendable qualities 
of the national character, are to be found on 
the side of the oppressed few, and not of 
the triumphant many. As in private cha- 
racter, adversity is often requisite to give a 
proper direction and temper to strong quali- 
ties ; so the noblest traits of national cha- 
racter, even under the freest and most in- 
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dependent of hereditary governments, are com- 
monly to be sought in the ranks of a pro- 
testing minority, or of a dissenting sect. Never 
was this truth more clearly illustrated than 
in the settlement of New England. 

Could a common calculation of policy have 
dictated the terms of that setthement, no doubt 
our foundations would have been laid beneath 
the royal smile. Convoys and navies would 
have been solicited to waft our fathers to the 
coast; armies, to defend the infant communi- 
ties; and the flattering patronage of princes 
and lords, to espouse their interests in the coun- 
cils of the mother country. Happy, that our 
fathers enjoyed no such patronage ; happy, that 
they fell into no such protecting hands; happy, 
that our foundations were silently and deeply 
cast in quiet insignificance, beneath a charter of 
banishment, persecution, and contempt; so that 
when the royal arm was at length outstretched 
against us, instead of a submissive child, tied 
down by former graces, it found a youthful 
giant in the land, born amidst hardships, and 
nourished on the rocks, indebted for no favors, 
and owing no duty. From the dark portals 
of the star chamber, and in the stern text of the 
acts of uniformity, the pilgrims received a com- 
mission, more efficient, than any that ever bore 
the royal seal. Their banishment to Holland 
was fortunate; the dectine of their little com- 
pany in the strange land was fortunate; the 
difficulties which they experienced in getting 
the royal consent to banish themselves to this 
wilderness were fortunate; all the tears and 
heart breakings of that ever memorable parting 
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at Delfthaven, had the happiest influence on 
the rising destinies of New England. All this 
purified the ranks of the settlers. These rough 


touches of fortune brushed off the light, uncer- 
tain, selfish spirits. 'They made it a grave, sol- 


emn, self-denying expedition, and required of — 


those who engaged in it, to be sotoo. They 
cast a broad shadow of thought and seriousness 
over the cause, and if this sometimes deep- 
ened into melancholy and bitterness, can we 
find no apology for such a human weakness ? 
It is sad indeed to reflect on the disasters, 
which the little band of pilgrims encountered. 
Sad to see a portion of them, the prey ef unre- 
lenting cupidity, treacherously embarked in an 
unsound, unseaworthy ship, which they are soon 
obliged to abandon, and crowd themselves into 
one vessel; one hundred persons, besides the 
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ship’s company, in a vessel of one hundred and 


sixty tons. One is touched at the story of the 
long, cold, and weary autumnal passage ; of the 
landing on the inhospitable rocks at this dismal 
season ; where they are deserted before long by 
the ship, which had brought them, and which 
seemed their only hold upon the world of fellow 
men, a prey to the elements and to want, and 
fearfully ignorant of the numbers, the power, 
and the temper of the savage tribes, that filled 
the unexplored continent, upon whose verge they 
had ventured. But all this wrought together 
-for good. These trials of wandering and exile 
of the ocean, the winter, the wilderness and the 
savage foe were the final assurance of success. 
It was these that put far away from our fathers’ 
cause, all patrician softness, all hereditary claims 
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to preeminence. No effeminate nobility crowd- 
ed into the dark and austere ranks of the pil- 
grims. No Carr nor Villiers would lead on the 
ill provided band of despised Puritans. No 
well endowed clergy were on the alert, to quit 
their cathedrals, and set up a pompous hie- 
rarchy in the frozea wilderness. No craving 
governors were anxious to be sent over to our 
cheerless E! Dorados of ice and of snow. No, 
they could not say they had encouraged, patron- 
ised, or helped the pilgrims; their own cares, 
their own labors, their own councils, their own 
blood, contrived all, achieved all, bore all, 
sealed all. They could not afterwards fairly 
pretend to reap where they had not strewn ; and 
as our fathers reared this broad and solid fabric 
‘with pains and watchfulness, unaided, barely 


- tolerated, it did not fall when the favor, which 


had always been withholden, was changed into 
wrath; when the arm, which had never sup- 
ported, was raised to destroy. 

Methinks I see it now, that one solitary, ad- 
venturous vessel, the Mayflower of a forlorn 
hope, freighted with the prospects of a future 
state, and bound across the unknown sea. I 
behold it pursuing, with a thousand misgivings, 
the uncertain, the tedious voyage. Suns rise 
and set, and weeks and months pass, and win- 
_ ter surprises them on the deep, but brings 

them not the sight of the wished for shore. I 
see them now scantily supplied with provisions, 
crowded. almost to suffocation in their illstored 
prison, delayed by calms, pursuing a circuitous 
route ;—and now driven in fury before the 
raging tempest, on the high and giddy waves. 
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The awful voice of the storm howls through 
the rigging. ‘The laboring masts seem strain- 
ing from their base ;—the dismal sound of the 
‘pumps is heard ;—the ship leaps, as it were, 
madly, from billow to billow ;—the ocean 
breaks, and settles with engulphing floods over 
the floating deck, and beats with deadening, 
shivering weight, against the staggered vessel.— 
I sce them, escaped from these perils, pursuing 
their all but desperate undertaking, and landed 
at last, after a five months passage, on the ice 
clad rocks of Plymouth,—weak and weary from 
the voyage,—poorly armed, scantily provisioned, 
depending on the charity of their ship-master 
for a draught of beer on board, . drinking 
nothing but water on shore,—without shelter,— 
without means,—surrounded by hostile tribes. 
Shut now the volume of history, and tell me, 
on any principle of human probability, what 
shall be the fate of this handful of adventurers. 
—Tell me, man of military science, in how ma- 
ny months were they all swept off by the thirty 
savage tribes, enumerated within the early lim- 
its of New England? Tell me, politician, how 
long did this shadow of a colony, on which 
your conventions and treaties had not smiled, 
languish on the distant coast? Student of his- 
tory, compare for me the baffled projects, the de- 
serted settlements, the abandoned adventures of 
other times, and find the parallel of this. Was 
it the winter’s storm, beating upon the houseless 
heads of women and children; was it hard la- 
bor and spare meals ;—was it disease,—was it 
the tomahawk,—was it the deep malady of a 
blighted hope, a ruimed enterprise, and a broken 
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heart, aching in its last moments, at the recol- 
lection of the loved and left, beyond the sea ; 
was it some, or all of these united, that hurried 
this forsaken company to their melancholy fate ? 
—And is it possible that neither of these 
causes, that not all combined, were able to blast 
this bud of hope ?—Is it possible, that from a 
beginning so feeble, so frail, so worthy, not so 
much of admiration as of pity, there has gone 
forth a progress so steady, a growth so won- 
derful, an expansion so ample, a reality so 
important, a promise, yet to be fulfilled, so 
glorious ? 

Such, in a very inadequate statement, are 
some of the circumstances under which the set- 
tlement of our country began. The historian 
of Massachusetts, after having given a brief no- 
tice of Carver, of Bradford, of Winslow, of 
Brewster, of Standish, and others, adds, “ These 
were the founders of the colony of Plymouth. 
The settlement of this colony occasioned the 
settlement of Massachusetts Bay; which was 
the source of all the other colonies of New Eng- 
land. Virginia was in-a dying state, and seem- 
ed to revive and flourish from the example of 
New England. Iam not preserving from obli- 
vion,” continues he, “ the names of heroes whose 
chief merit is the overthrow of cities, of pro- 
vinces, and empires ; but the names of the foun- 
ders of a flourishing town and colony, if not of 
the whole British empire in America.”* ‘This 
was the judicious reflection of Hutchinson sixty 
years ago, when the greatest tribute to be paid 


* Hutchinson’s History of Massachusetts Bay, Vol. I.; Appendix. 
page 463 
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to the Fathers of Plymouth was, that they took 
the lead in colonizing the British possessions in 
America. What then ought to be our emotions, 
as we meet on this anniversary, upon the spot, 
where the first successful foundations of the 
great American republic were laid ? 

Within a short period, an incident has oc- 
curred, which of itself connects, in the most gra- 
tifying association, the early settlement of New 
England with the present growth and prosperity 
of our w.de extended republic. Within the past 
year, the sovereign hand of this great confede- 
racy of nations has been extended for the re- 
storation and security of the harbor, where, on 
the day we celebrate, the germ of the future 
growth of America was comprehended within one 
weather beaten vessel, tossing upon the tide, on 
board of which, in the words of Hutchinson, the 
fathers of New England, by a solemn instrument, 
“formed themselves into a proper democracy.” 
Two centuries only have elapsed, and we behold 
a great American representation convened, from 
twenty four independent and flourishing repub- 
lics, taking under their patronage the local inte- 
rests of the spot where our fathers landed, and 
providing in the same act of appropriation, for 
the removal of obstacles in the Mississippi and 
the repair of Plymouth beach. I know not in 
what words a more beautiful commentary could 
be written, on our early infancy or our happy 
growth. ‘There were members of the national 
Congress which made that appropriation, I will 
not say from distant states, but from different 
climates ; from regions which the sun in the 
heavens does not reach in the same hour that 
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he rises on us. Happy community of protec- 
tion! Glorious expansion of brotherhood! Bless- 
ed fulfilment of that first timorous hope, that 
warmed the bosoms of our fathers ! 

Nor is it even our mighty territory, to which 
the influence of the principles and example of 
the fathers of New England is confined. While 
I utter the words, a constitution of republican 
government, closely imitated from ours, is going 
into operation in the states of the Mexican 
confederation, a region more extensive than all 
our territories east of the Mississippi. Farther 
south, the provinces of central America, the re- 
public of Guatimala, a country equal in magni- 
tude to our Atlantic states, has sent its envoys 
to solicit an union with us. Will posterity be- 
lieve that such an offer was made and refused, 
in the age that saw England and Spain: rushing 
into war, for the possession of a few uninhabited — 
islets on the coast of Patagonia? Pass the isth- 
mus. of Darien, and we behold the sister repub- 
lic of Colombia, a realm two thirds as large as 
Europe, ratifying her first solemn treaty of amity 
and commerce with the United States; while still 
onward to the south, in the valleys of the Chi- 
han Andes, and on she banks of the La Plata, 
in states not less vast than those already named, 
constitutions of republican government are in 
prosperous operation, founded on our principles, 
and modelled on our forms. When our com- 
missioners visited those countries in 1817, they 
found the books most universally read among 
the people, were the constitutions of the United 
States, and of the several states, translated into 
the language of the country; while the public 
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journals were filled with extracts from the cele- 
brated “ Defence” of these constitutions, written 
by that venerable descendant of the Pilgrims, 
who still lives to witness the prosperous opera- 
tion of ‘the governments, which he did so much 
to establish. rave of! 

I do not fear that we shall be accused of ex- 
travagance in the enthusiasm we feel at.a train 
of events of such astonishing magnitude, novel- 
ty, and consequence, connected by associations 
so intimate, with the day we now hail; with the 
events we now celebrate; with the pilgrim fa- 
thers of New England. Victims of persecution! 
how wide an empire acknowledges the sway of 
your principles! Apostles of liberty! what mil- 
lions attest the authenticity of your mission! 
Meek champions of truth, no stain of private 
interest or of innocent blood is on the spotless 
garments of your renown! The great continents 
of America have become, at length, the theatre 
of your achievements ; the Atlantic and the Pa- 
cific, the highways of communication, on which 
your principles, your institutions, your example 
are borne. From the oldest abodes of civiliza- 
tion, the venerable plains of Greece, to the 
scarcely explored range of the Cordilleras, the 
impulse you gave at length is felt. While other 
regions revere you as the leaders of this great 
march of humanity, we are met on this joyful 
day, to offer to your memories our tribute of 
filial affection. 'The sons and daughters of the 
Pilgrims, we have assembled on the spot where 
you, our suffering fathers, set foot on this happy 
shore. Happy indeed, it has been for us. O that 
you could have enjoyed those blessings, which 
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you prepared for your children. Could our com- 
fortable homes have shielded you from the wintry 
air; could our abundant harvests have supplied 
you in time of famine; could the broad shield 
of our beloved country have sheltered you from 
the visitations of arbitrary power! We come in 
our prosperity to remember your trials ; and 
here on the spot where New England began to 
be, we come to learn of our pilgrim fathers a 
deep and lasting lesson of virtue, enterprise, 
patience, zeal, and faith! : 


